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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.
BOOTH'S THUATRE, 254 w0, necweasn 5ih snd 8l ave, —
RiouxLiey. Matoee at 2-WraLt Co NekRT,

WOOD'S MUREUM Broadway, corper S0ib al.—Perform.
Ances every allernvon and eveling

NIBLO'R GARDEN, Broadway.—THE BPPCTACLE ©
THE BLACK CROOK. - ¥

WALLACK'S THEATRE, Broadway ana 15th strest.—
BOMAKCE AND REALITY,

LINA EDWIN'S THEATRE, 780 Broadwar.—HUNTED
Down; On, THE TWO LIVEs OF MA v LE

GRAND OFERA HOUSE, uornor of Sth av. ana 23d st.—
La PEricuoLr.

OLYMPID THEATRE. Broadway.—TuE RICHFLIRD OF
TaE I'ERIOD.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery.—Powr; ox, War Dowx
BouTi - ZELIsA. &

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Twenir-{ourth streef,—
BATATOSA. = AL

NEW YORK STADT THEATRE, 46 Bowery.—Tux
Mreuy Wives oF Wispsor

GLORE THEATRE, 728 Hrosdway.—-VARIETY ENTER-
TAINMENT, £C.—AVTER THE WaAR

STEINWAY HALL, Fourteenth street, GRAND Cox.
OKET,

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSIC-Grawnp CoNoRpT
PY IR BROOKLYN CHORAL UNiox,

MRS, F. B. CONWAY'S PARK THRATRE, Brooklyn,—
BARATOGA.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 30 Bowery.—Va-
RiL1Y ENTERTAINMENT.

THEATRE COMIQUE, 6 Broadway.—CoM10 Vooar
Tus, NEuho AT, &O,

BAN FRANCIZEOO MINSTHREL HALL, B8 Broadway,—
NeGuo MINGATRELSY, FAROES, BURLESQUES, &C.

BEYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, 234 at., between 6th
ana Tth avk.—SEu1t0 MINSTRELSY, BOORN IRICITIES, &,

HOOLEY'S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklyn. —HOOLEY'S AND
ExLLy & Lrox's MIssTRELS

APOLLO AALL. corner  THith  street and Browdway.—
e Coxnx's DIORAMA OF IRELAND,

SOMERVILLE ART GALLERY, 8 Fifth avenue.—Ex
LIBITIONS OF WoOlias OF ART

NEW YORK CIRCUS, Fourteenth streel. -SCENES N
THE RING, ACROBATS, 4O,

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway.—
BCIENOR AND ART,

DR. KAHK'S ANATOMIOAL NUSECM, 745 Broadway,—
BOIENGE AND ANWT.
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The Germans havo entored Paris. So far
a8 we know at a late hour, while we write, the
Parisians have mot behaved so badly as some
have boen trying to make believe they would.
The Germans have had their trinmph—a
trinmph which a high philosophy must de-
spise ; but, things being as they are, it is gratl-
fying to know that the affair went off in such a
manner as revealed a fair amount of common
sense on both sides. The (Rermans are in Paris
and Paris is not in flimes. The Gormans
have had their triumph—a trinmph to which
they were fairly entitled ; but Paris, so far as
we know the facts, has yielded to the influence
of wisdom and has given proof that she was
not, afier all, n bad representative of the con-
centrated common sense of the worll.

So far this is good. But the news from
Bordeanx is more important than the news
from Paris. It is well known to our readers
that the National Assembly appointed M.
Thiers and Jules Favre to act as the repre-

sentatives of France at the Prussian Court of

Versaillea—tbat M. Thiera and Jules Favre in
their difficulties had the nssistance of a large
Consultative Committee, and that these con-
joigt powers were authorizad to sign the pre-
liminaries of peace, The preliminaries of
peace agreed to by M. Thiers and M. Favre,
we now know, endorsed by the Consultative
Committee ananimously, have been accepted
by the National Assembly by an overwhelming
majority, Two most important poinis are
thus gained—DParis has not gone mad because
her German conquerors have insisted on seeing
her beauties, and the National Aminbly bas
not rebelled against the German terms of
peace. In other words, the Germans are now
in Paris and France has accepted the arrange-
ments made by MM. Thiers and Favre and the
Consultative Committee of the Assembly,

Few, very few, who have been students of
this war from its commencement until now,
will be sorry that things are as they are
to-dny.

The war is ended. The line Is drawn
between the past and the present; and a new
era for Europe and the world offers itself for
our consideration. In so far as the past is
concerned, no one can refuse to admit that
France has had her deserts, and that the
Parisians, properly so called, have no cause
The French people made this
war a necessity even more than the foolish

of complaiat,
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Tre Coar TROUBLES are becoming compli-
cated again. The Reading and the Northern
Central roads have also raised their tolls. The
aim seems to be to overwhelm the miners by
hurling immense forces against them, and cer-
tainly thefizht is & very unequal one but with
the aid of Congress and the press the tyran-

| France or French affairs when the elected

chief of the French people declared war upon
her. As France began the war France
has no reason to complain that the
war has turned out to her hurt
War is always, or ought to be, a
doubtful game, and those who proclaim it
onght to be prepared to abide by the conse-
For the third time in less than sixty
years Paris is occupied by the stranger and
the congueror. But Paris has no just cause
of complaint. The Parisians, like the rest of

qiaences.

France, were ‘responsible for the war. If
France had been successful, the Parisians, like
the rest of France, would have insisted not
only on the acquisition of territory, but on the
right of the French army to eater Berlin. If
Paris to-day is partially in the hands of the
invader the Parisians onght to remember that

nous corporations will yet suffer a Sedan
defent.

Tur Frest o Mancn this year, over nearly
the whole area of the United States, was a day
of enjoyment and a dsy of promise as the in-
auguration of spring. It was particularly
beauatiful from the butterflies and flowers
which it brought out on Broadway and Fifth
avenue, thongh they are not yet of the spring
varieties, We have a fair prospect, in the
weather and the fashions, of & beantiful spring
SEu80N.

Tue Crirpeen's Ao Sociery of this city—
an institution which has been doing a vast

amount of good in gathering up and providing |

for the homeless waifs drifting abeut our
streets—has been subjected to a searching in-
vestigation at Albany on certain absurd
charges made against it, and has come out
“‘clear as a whistle." In this Children’s Aid
Soclety, it appears in fact, we have al least
one public institution in this city which is not
afraid to show its books.

Toe AvasaMa Raizroap BoNps.--The
Montgomery Mail avers that neither General
Clanton nor the democratic party of Alabama
ia* opposed to the sixteen thousand dollar
(per mile) endorsement of the bonds of the
Alibama and Chattanooga Railroad, What
tuey objected to was fraudulent jssues not
ordered by law in excess of this sum. The
Mail states that General Clanton i a consis-
tent advocate of internal improvements as
connected with the railroad system of Ala-

bama, and represents his party's views on this |

subject.

Tag Eriz Dirrcrors’ Bivt.—Mr. Soutb-
mayd and other gentlemen favorable te the re-
peal of this imposition bad a bearing before
lhe State Senate Commiliee on the subject
yesterday and made very able argnments for
its repeal. 1t is stated that the committee is
favorably inclined that way. Oerlainly, Tam-
many und the democracy ought no longer to
bear this outrageous burden in their race for
political favor, and theve can be no party ex-
cuse for it sny longer, as tho peeple n whose

interest it was wﬂ are of uo syribly nge tod

ST, T

the time has been when they had not much
mercy on Rome, on Milan, on Vienna, on
Berlin, and on Moscow of painful memory,
The tables are turned, but the French people
as a whole, and the Parisians as a special
unit, have no good reason to object to the
principle, whatever they may think of the fact.
All things considered, they onght rather to be

| grateful than otherwise for the comparative

clemency of the conqueror.

The bumillation of France, now accepted hy
the National Assembly, opens up fresh qnes-
tions which are full of interest to a!l men
everywhere who take any interest in the wel-
fare of nations and the fuiure of mankind. It
it not to be denied that, nnless some unfore-
seen circumetances should arise, France must
| be contented for ut least half a century to take

| & sacondary place in the European system ot
i nations. France wnder Napoleon 111. made
l: Italy a great nation. The policy which made
j Itely great humbled Austria, the proudest for
| meny centuries of all European monarchies,
| and gave Prussia her opportunity. Italy is a
! Austria is mo longer at the

Germany, by the belp of
Prussia, bas found that autonomwy for which for
| muny years she has been sighing and dying.
{ The enormous strength which Germany hae

powerful unit.

merey of France.

developed pusbes Ruseia completely ioto the
background, This war has, in fact, not only
| altered the complexion of Enrope, but changed
| the destinies of nations aud materially
affected the fulure history of the world.
It Qs fair, we (bink, to say that as an ag-
gressive Power, in this most aggressive age,
Frunce is, to all intents and purposes, dead.
It is as litile unfair, we think, to say that
hitherto France Las been felt to be a kind of
restraining power iu the European system.

how will the different nations of Eurgge act in

| That regieainf a painare.-and-she-quachonss, |

their pew circumstances? Will the weakness
of France encourage war and congquest, or will
it encourage peace and genuide development ?
It is a fact patent to all intelligent minds that
if Prussin and Russia are agreed they can
divide between them the whole north of En-
Holland and Denmark are still in the
way of Prussian development, and Sweden is
to Rusila an incenvenient neighbor, Anstria
is weak, because of her internal divisions, and
Great Britaln has practically ceased to be &
continental Power, 1s the humiliation of
France to mark the commencement of an era
of peace or to furnish an opportunity for the
trinmph of wrong? Who can tell?

All things taken into account, we are not
disposed to act the part of the prophet of evil
tidings. We admit that the spirit of conguest
which drove France into this war, which has
made Germany somewhat cruelly exacting,
which has made Italy regardless of the mosat
sacred rights, is not highly encouraging. At
the same timo we cannot deny that amid all
the wild confasion and apparent anarchy right
has been prevailing and important steps have
bzen made in the world's progress. War has
been found to be dreadfully expensive and
dreadfully destructive, as well as painfully
uncertain in its results. Public opinion—
world-wide public opinion—has revealed a
power which it was never supposed it could
possess. The interests of humanity have been
found to be so much identified in all nations
and among all peoples that hope rather than
despair finds encouragement. The era is new,
full of doubt, full of danger, but not by any
means absolutely discouraging.

Let us hope that, as one result of this war,
the peoples will learn that their interests are
identical. If this lesson is properly learned
the new era will be one of pesce, not of war.

rope.

Poor France may yet recover and find happier
times than she ever found before.

Smallpox Rumonrs.

Romors of an epidemic disease are often
no less epidemic, and sometimes even more
alarming, than the discase itself. These
rumors recur at certain intervals in every
large town, in which there are always sporadic
cases of the disease, whatever it may be, We
are glad to be nassured that the smallpox
ramors occasioned by the rezent multiplication
of cases in Brooklyn, and especially at the
Flatbush Hospital, just beyond the Brooklyn
city line, as well as in Hoboken and elsewhere,
do not justify serious apprehensions in
New York. Here very few new cases have
been reported. It is to be hoped that the
energetic measures taken by Dr. Carnochan to
prevent the spread of the pestilence in Dutch-
town, the eastern part of Williamsburg—to
which point its latest outbreak has hecen
traced—in Brooklyn, in Hoboken, and in
other cities adjoining new York, may be
equally effective. Meanwhile, the proper au-
thorities should redouble their vigilance in
providing against the possible visit of the
smallpox, or of any other epidemie, to this
metropolis. If due precautions were inces-
santly taken against everything that can either
provoke or aggravate infections and conta-
gious diseases the latter would be stripped of
more than halfl their horror and of almost
all their danger.

The Racing of the Coming Season.

With the opening of spring commences the
work of preparation in the racing world. The
horses are now andergoing the cleansing pro-
cees, and in a few days will begin their gallop-
ing to get in readiness for the coming cam-
paign, which from all indications will be the
most brilliant one that ever took place in
America. The American Jockey Club wiil
lead off with eighteen capital races for their
spring meeting, which commences on the 10th
of June and continnes on alternate days to the
17th. The Monmouth Park meeting follows
next, beginning on the 4th of July and con-
tinuing four consecntive days. Then the first
meeting of the Saratoga Association will begin
on the 12th of June, and ther: will be running
for gix days. The horses will next “‘hark
back” to Monmouth Park for the Augnst meet-
ing of four days, and then they will raturn to
Saratoga for another six days of exciting sport.
And this will close the summer geason. After
a short respite the autumn meeting at Jerome
Park will bring them again to the post, and
then all the horses that have stood up to the
work during the arduous campzign and are fit
to run will be taken to Baltimore to meet fresh
ones for the purses and stakes offered by the
Maryland Jockey Ciub, the running to be over
the Pimlico course. This latter meeting will
close the year. From the nnmber of horses
that are already engaged in the sweepstakes—
numbering nearly eighty in gome—and others
that will be in readiness to contend for the
purses, including hurdlers and steeplechasers,
we are sure of seeing large fields in every con-
test from the beginning to the end of the
season.

Pourricar StoRM S1GNALS IN EUROPE.—
The fact of the workingmen of Liverpool,
British and Irish, coming forward in mass
meeting to condemn the ‘‘incompleteness of
Premier Gladstope's amnesty to the Fenians,”
and urging that all the convicts now held in
prigon for offencer against the present eystem
of British rule in Ireland be set free—as re-
ported in our cable telegraph to-day—consti-
tntes in itsell a moet gignificant evidence of
the rapid fasion of the European peoples for
the furtherance of the cause of political radi-
calism. It don’t matter, apparently, whether
the motive agency be called Fenianiem or Car-
bonarism, so long as it acis ae u leverage
ngaioet the existing system of abeolutism in
government, Such are the political *“‘siorm
drum signals” of the Old World.

Nor Deep ExovGa—The bill in Congress
removing the duly on bituminous coal, there
heing no duty on apthracite to remove. We
say it is net deep enough, becanse it does not
tonch the railroads concerned in these anthra-
cite combinations, Congress will have some
day to *‘regulate " these and all the other rail-
“wiays of (he couniry, and ‘‘the sooner the

betler.*

Sir Robert Pocl em the Franco-Irussian
War.

By the Hamburg steamer Cimbria, which
arrived in this port yesterday, we have
recolved mails which anticipate those expected
by the Cunard steamer, now due here.
Among the files we have papers which con-
tain the speech of Sir Robert Peel in the
English House of Commons on the evening of
the 17th ult. Sir Robert, in speaking to the
motion of Mr. Herbert, “‘that it is the duty of
her Majesty's government to act in concert
with other neutral Powers to obtain moderate
terms of peace, and to withhold all acqui-
esconce in terms which might impair the
indspendence of France or threaten the future
tranquillity of Europe,” uses bold and un-
mistakable language, and of such a
chiracter a8 i8  not  caleulated o
plense the powers that be in the now
powerful empire of Uniled Germany. The
present greatness of (Germany is a source of
infinite alarm to the English statesman, and
the present government in England is blamed
for not taking a more decided stand, when it
perceived that not only was France prostrate
at the feet of the invader, but was even hn-
miliated, ingulted and persecuted in her pros-
tration. The nigzardly policy of Eogland
toward a country which hud been a close ally
and friend for at least twenty years—“toward
a conniry which upon twenty battle flelds had,
in unison with England, sacrificed her best
blood and noblest sons"—was {reated by the
honorable gentleman with that warmth of ex-
pression which he is so capable of putting
forth, The selfish isolation of England has
enabled Germany to congolidate, and this con-
solidation he considers a matter of the greatest
moment to Europe. ““The unification of Ger-
many under a military despotism could not
be for the good of Europe." This ia the
expressed opinion of Sir Robert. Behind this
unification he perceives the coming together
of the peoples, a movement which must result
in the ‘‘earnest development of democratic
principles.” He has a good word to say for
the republic in France, and expresses the
regret that her Majesly's government should
have been in anch a hurry to hail the new
born empire of Germany, yet had not one kind
word for republican France. He was con-
vinced that the only sysiem of government
that could prevail for good in France was the
republic, Though the motion of Mr. Herbert
did not prevail, it is plain to be seen that
Biitish slatesmen are not altogether dead to
the events transpiring around them,

The Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad.

Our law report to-day discloses the fact that
the answers and denials put in by the Boston,
Hartford and Erie Railroad Company to the
petitions filod against them in the Southern
district of New Yerk by James Alden and
Adams' Express, praying for an adjudication
in bankruptey, have been withdrawn, It is
probable that Judge Blatchford will to-day
sign ordera adjudgiog the railroad company
bankrupt, as papers with that import were
drawn up yesterday and made ready for pre-
senlation to the Judge for his approval and
signatuee.

It is to be regretted that a great undertaking
like this important railroad should prove te
be commercially unfortunats; but corpora-
tions of this character as well as other char-
tered bodies following different courses of
busioess will now and again get into financial
embarrnssment. In that case the only alter-
native is to get out of the embarrassment in
the best and safest possible manner,

‘We would suggest that there ought to be an
amicable settlement of these bankruptcy pro-
ceedings. The railroad company, by ita with-
drawal of the answers it had put in, seems to
be mclined for peace; and we believe the best
thing nnder the circumstances would be for the
representatives of the sompany and the credi-
tors to come together and accept such compo-
sition as the company may, after an honest
and faithful iovestigation of its pecuniary
affairs, be able to offer. If this course be not
adopted litigation must inevitably proceed,
and much of the money which otherwise
would go into the pockets of the creditors will
assuredly find its way into the purses of the
lawyers, who in railroad suits always expect
and generally receive ‘‘big fees.”

Toe ReBELLloN 1IN CuBa.—By telegram
from the Hgrarp’s special correspondent in
Havana we learn that a desperate encounter
had taken place between a force of six bun-
dred rebels and fonr hundred Spaniards, The
latter fought with great determination until
their ammunition was exhausted, when they
retired, with a loss of one hundred and sixty
killed and wounded ; the rebel loss supposed
to be equally as large. Four hundred rebels
msacked an entrenched tower near Puerto
Principe, which was defended by only twenty-
five Spaniards. The atiack lasted two
hours, when the rebels were driven off.
The Spanish loss was three killed and twelve
wounded. Many an animal is dangerous in
its dying flarry, and such appears to be the
case with the Cuban rebellion. It may be best
to remain at a distance and not suffer unneces-
sary loss while the death agony is upon it.

Tiur MzrEODIST Book SUB-COMMITTEE,
having re-enacted ite old farce, has adjourned
until the 29th of this month. For instraction
in the art of “‘how not to do it” commend us
to thie committee. Here it has been in ses-
sion more than & week trying to select a couple
of bookkeepere and accountants to examine
the books of the Concern for the frauds alleged
to exist therein, but by some process of leger-
demain not understood by the outside world it
has failed in this simple duty, The committee
and one of the referees, Judge Fancher, had
agreed upon a gentleman; but Dr. Lanahan's
counsel, Judge Reynolds, acting, no doabt,
under instructions, refused to endorse him, and
here the matter ende. The members of the
committee have gone back to their respective
conferences, and in a few weeks more they
will be here again to sit for another while and
then probably to adjourn in the same manner,
and every trip they make and every day they
sit the Concern has to pay the bills. It looks
us if this vexed question was never to be sat-
isfactorily settled.

Mr. Mk Norrox's new Police bill is a
rather ridiculous affair. Although the Metro-
politan Police was & republican ides, it is one
-&w’ favored by the peace-loving citizens
of INew York of all shudes of politics, T-iwis
best ot to meddle with it

Cosgress Yestorday=Tho Spenker’s Tuble—
Indian Treatles—The Troasary Opeued te
Honthern Raiders—The Coal Bill.

The House yesterday made one clean sweep
through the bills upon the Speaker's table.
All the land grant bills, of which the Senate
was g0 remarkably prolific at last session,
were permitted to remain in the sepulchre to
which they had been consigned, and for which
there Is, to them, no resurrection. Not one
of them was passed, nor was any other bill of
& public charnoter passed. It was only a lot
of pension and other private bills that felt the
vivifying influence of the action of the House,
All the rest were left to sleep the sleep of
death, In the first .progress of the House
through the calendar a single objection pre-
vented action. It was only on recommencing
the calendar that the sense of the House
was tested on motions to suspend the
rulee and pass Dbills, The result of
such motions was 8o uniformly defeat that the
House, convinced that it was only wusting
time upon them, voted to adjourn before four
o'clock—a ocircumstance perhaps unparalleled
in i.s history within two days of the termina-
tion of the Congress,

The conference report on the Indian Appro-
priation bill waa presented in both houses and
agreed to. The bill, as it leaves the hands of
the conference committee, puts an ead to the
absurd and corrupt system of Indian treaties,
the Senate agreeing to renovnce its right to
treat with any Indian tribe or nation hereafter
as an independent power capable of contract-
ing with the United States. The bill also con-
tains provisions intended to prevent frauds by
Indian claim agents and Indian contractors,
but we are rather sceptical as to the possi-
bility of doing so.

A bill of much interest to insurance compa-
nies was passed by the Houss, having pre-
viously passed the Sanate, It provides that no
tax shall be imposed on any undistributable
sums added to the contingent fund of insurance
companies or on any unearned premiums. An
effort to get up the Apportionment bill failed.

The session of the Senate was occupied by
the Army and Navy Appropriation bills. An
amendment was put upon the Army bill which
opens the Treasury of the United States to the
attacks of new hordes of claimants, and which
will drain the public coffers of untold millions
for the benefit of claim agents, sharpers and
speculators. We refer to a provision allowing
payments to be made for quartermaster and
commissary stores supplied to the United
States army during the rebellion by loyal citi-
zens in the Southern States. The effect of it
will be to make the governmeat responsible,
not only for all the horses, catile, fodder
and provisions taken by our {roops while
raiding in the South and while marching with
Sherman from Atlanta to the sea, but will re-
sult eventually in making us pay not oaly for
what we got ourselves but also for what the
rebel armies got, and for what was desiroyed
by both armies, and for the cotton, tobacco
and other products seized by the army and
navy and made prizz of war. The idea of
confining it toeclaims of loyal citizens of the
South is simply preposterons. There were no
loyal citizens there after the rebellion spread
and the war became general; but yel, when it
comes to making good their claims against the
government, they will all turn out to have
been perfectly loyal, and to have been all the
time offering up earnest vows for the success
of the Union arms. We presume that the next
move which the Senate will make in that
direction, and against the national Trea-
sury, will ba to provide for the
payment of Confederate bonds and crip and
the pensioning of wounded rebels. We might
as well come to that at once. And yet the
Senate, while making such raids upon the
Treasury for the benefit of speculators, who
will buy up and fabricate claims, and for the
enrichment of such great corporations as the
Pacific Railroad companies, does not lose
sight of its political aims in the South, but has
authorized its special Ku Klux committee to
sit during the first session of the next Con-
gress, in order to collect ridiculous tales of
midnight masquerading and outrage in the
Southern Staies, most of which are the merest
Munchausenisms, only calculated to frighten
aged negroes and children. A motion to
make the testimony public as it goes along, so
that the people of the South might know what
was testified to, and might have a chance of
contradicting or explaining it, was mads yes-
terday by Senator Casserly, of California,
but was rejected by the Senate.

The Honse bill repealing the duty on coal
was presented yesterday in the Senate by the
Vice President, but its second reading was
prevenled by an objection {rom Senator
Vickers, of Maryland, the rule in the Senate
being thai a bill cannot have its first and
second reading on the same day if objected to.
We hope that it will be brought up agamn to-
day and passed.

A resolulion ecalling for a detailed state-
ment a8 to the financial management of the
Union Pagific Rallroad Company was offered,
but objection being made it was lald aside.

The Army Approprintion bill was passed,
after u tirade from Senator Sanlsbury, of
Delaware, in which be declared the determi-
nation of the democratic party, if it should
succeed in the next Presidential election, to
innugurate its President, even though it had to
wade knee deep in blood. We doubt whether
the democracy will have any chance of putiing
in execution the threat of its sanguinary
spokesman. At all events, the contingency is
too remote to talk about. One democratic
rebellion is quite enough for one generation.

Tne ExomemeNtT IN WarL STRERET AND
Risg 18 Stocks.—The rising markets in Wall
street are the counterpart of the drama
enacted in that region eight menths ago, when
Europe was plunged into what was then
belleved would be a general war.  Yesterday
evening the whole Stock Exchange was a
scene of the utmost excitement when it was
known that the treaty of peace between
Prussia and France had been ratified. The
brokers bought everything on the share list,
and prices rose amid a tumult and elamor that
attested the brillinut future which peace opens
up to the eyes of commerce and finance.
The beautiful spring weather, the news of
peace, everything, in fact, seemed to combine
to make every one s ‘bull.” The ‘‘bears”
changed their coats and came out strong on
the other slde of the market. The general
nerenity sud good feeling made them helieve
the millennium about to arrives

n
The Fime Arts In New York.

Notwithstanding the tendencies which
oppose the development of art in this oity It
is manifest that there is a growing desire for
the gratification to be derived from works of
art,

The concerts which, this season, in the
deplorable absenpe of Itallan opera, are the
only musical entertalnments offered, show how
eagerly and liberally New York audiences
applaud artists of real merit, while at the same
time serving to bring forward the latent talent
which exists in private circles, We bave
frequently alluded to the well known fact that
New York possesses voices requiring only s
certain amount of training to exhibit both
musical power and rare dramatic quality.

Acting, althouzh still lacking the scientifie
basis on which every art must rest, has been
illustrated here this winter by such names as

Seebach, Jansuschek, Miss Glyn, Booth,
Forrest, Fechter, Jofforson, Wallack,
Brougham, Gilbert and Fisher. Opéra bouffe

itself was admitted to display by Silly, Aimée
and Gaussin of the better qualities of the
French school of acting, while the Majiltons,
at Niblo's, have shown that even acrobats may
be artists. All the leading theatres, in the
correctness, beauty and splendor of thelr
scenery and costumes, bave complied with
the exactions of the public taste. It is
rumored that the season may not close hefore
the production of an original and important
play, written for the purpose of introfucing
a promising young American actor, who has
gone through an exceptionally severe course
of study at Paris under Delsarte, the famous
teacher of Rachel and other European cele-
brities,

In the palatial stores and residences of our
millionnaires, in the miniature predecessors of
the rising cathedral on Fifth avenue, as well
as in the new buildings for the accommodation
of many families under a single roof, the intel-
ligent gkill of our Gilmnros, Hunts, Upjohns,
Vauxes and Davises attests the rapid progress
of architecture.

The extraordinary multiplication of elegant
art shops and galleries, which are now scat-
tered all over town, from Johnston's art
cabinet, near Wall sireet, to the galleries of
Poillard, Schaus, Snedecor, the Miners,
Somerville, Avery, Knoedler, Bogurdus and
the resl—thus following the upward move-
ment of population to the utmost limits of
fashionable dwelling places, proves that
works of art have becoms household neces-
sities, The numerons picture males at aue-
tion, where thousands of dollars are expended
in « single evening, likewise indicate a grow-
ing demand which in art, as in trade, must
be met by a corresponding supply. However
unsatisfactory some of the offizial exhibitiona
at the Nutional Academy of Dasign may have
seemed as a promise of fulfilling thia universal
law of supply sud demand, it must be remem-
bered that onr industrious artists enjoy fre-
quent opportunities of selling their best prodac-
tlons directly from the easel. Itis to be re-
gretted, indeed, that by these very opportuni-
ties too many of the most industrious
and best konown aemong them have
been tempted to fubricate pletures hastily,
lured instead of warned by Goethe's dictum—
“The artisan is paid; the artist never.” Too
many landscape painters eatisly themselves
with commendably conscientions “‘studies,”
which they somehow fail to work up into such
completed compositions as are alone entitled
to rank as works of art. Others again,
neglecting indispensable preliminary ‘‘stu-
dies"—refusing even to take the trouble to
learn to draw—imagine that pleasing color can
supply the absence of form. Even the ma-
jority of our very few figure painters have not
the slightest knowledge of proportion and
anatomy. It is encouraging to know that this
deficiency is beginning to be felt, and that
slepe to remedy it have been taken even at the
Academy. The anatomical lectures of Dr.
Rimmer at the Academy cannot but be usefal.
The efforts of Mr, William Hart, at the Brook-
lyn Academy of Design, and of Mr. Vietor
Nehlig, at the Cooper Iamstitute, are equally
promising. The Central Park offers a fine
field for the genius of our sculptors. The re-
maurkable success of the Palette Club is largely
due to its life school, which is conducted on
the same principles as similar schools in
Europe, and, like them, must infallibly create
good draughtsmen, whether they aspire to be-
come sculptors or paioters, The recent de-
lightful festival of ‘“The Palette” was one of
the most encouragiog signs of the times, so
far as relates to the fine arts in New York.

The New City Post OMce.

The House on Tuesday approprinted u millisn
and nearly four hundred thousand dollars to
our new city Post Office. Nearly five millions
have been appropriated so far during the ges-
sion, but it seems to have been donme grudg-
ingly. This latest appropriation was made
after sharp discussion, and, indeed, except for
an exiraordinary amount of parliamentary
sirategy it would bave failed altogether. It
has yet to be passed in the Senate, but
there is no reason to anticipate any trouble
there. As soon ns the appropriation is
fully made we hope to see lively work re-
sumed upon the much-needed edifice. The
pedestal stones for the columns on the Broad-
way side have been lald and the crossbeams
on the first floor are all in position. The im-
mense cellar has been dug and the heavy
foundations finished. The work mow is above
ground, and with this balmy weather and the
incoming season of genial spring and summer
there should be big brigades of laborers, car-
penters, masons and architects set to work
with the energy of bees in a hive to bring the
good!y proportions of the building so far into
existence as at least to let hungry New York-
ers have a sight of it, nowsand then, over the
top of the unsightly placarded fence whish at
present obstructs both vision and travel.

The fact that sharp discussion takes place
over every appropriation for this work is little
creditable to the honesty or judgment of our
Congress, Thereis evidently no job in It, no
chance for the little pickings that attend land
grants and steamship sabsidies, or else it
would slide through easily enongh. So far aa
the appropriations of money hestowed by
Congress bave permitted the work has been
done faithfully and energetically, and the de-
lay has been due only to the grudging spirit of
the House, There ia not a member of thai
body who cannot see how wofully we need the
new Post Office. If there is, let him pay one
visit to the little church on the cormesr o
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